
 
 
Role of the Parent Helper 

 
Parents and Guardians are always invited to explore with us in class. Parents are asked to specifically choose 
at least one day per semester to be the assigned parent helper in their student’s class. We are a community of 
families—as a parent helper, you may bring babies or younger siblings along too.  
 
Before Class: Please take time to become familiar with DWS’s Curriculum (page 5 of the handbook), Student 
Safety Expectations (page 13) and the Behavior Management Policy (page 21). As a parent helper, please 
arrive 20 minutes before class begins to help with set up and get situated with your child’s Lead Guide. You 
may also be asked to help with morning drop off—helping kids from their car to the meet-up area to begin 
class.  
 
If you plan to be in class often and would like more detailed instruction on the Curriculum, Art of Mentoring, 
or Policies or Procedures, feel free to ask for a copy of the Teacher Handbook, which explains all of this in 
much greater detail. 
 
During Class: The role of the parent helper is to be an active participant in the learning process, by becoming a 
Nature Mentor for the day. Keep in mind the Art of Questioning (rather than answering a “What is this?” 
question right away, asking questions to guide a child to come up with her own answer). We also want to give 
children freedom to explore on their own without an adult hovering over them. When we are exploring, the 
Lead guide will set boundaries and ask Parent Helpers to spread around the boundaries, forming a circle 
around the student explorers.  
 
After Class: Please help with organizing student pick up, motioning cars to pull forward, connecting students 
to the correct car. You may also be asked to help clean up materials from class, or stay with a student waiting 
to be picked up.  
 
Absence on your Parent Helper Day: Life happens. Kids get sick. Cars break down. If you are unable to come 
on your scheduled Parent Helper Day, please do your best to find another parent that can take your place. Our 
DWS Family Facebook Page might be a good place for this. Also, please contact your Lead Guide and let her 
know about this change.  

 
Thank You! 

Thank you for choosing to partner with Discovery Wilderness School for the 2019-2020 Year. Choosing 
outdoor schooling as a supplement to your schooling at home speaks to your commitment to nurturing your 
child’s relationship to the natural environment. We hope you find a community you will enjoy in the parents 
and children you will meet here.  
 
 


